CrossRoads

Thus says the Lord: Stand at the crossroads and look,

and ask for where the good way lies and walk in it...
- Jeremiah 6:16
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Time Change March 8th

It’s time to set your clocks
FORWARD by one hour. Day-
light Saving time begins Sunday,
March 8th at 2 a.m.!
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For the April newsletter is
March 15th. Please send your
contributions to the church
office.

The Season of Lent

“l will draw her into the wilderness and will speak to her heart....”
the prophet Hosea

The season of Lent is sometimes called the Church’s retreata
time when we allow ourselves to be drawn by God’s grace into the wil-
derness of our hearts and the desert of our daily lives, in order to listen
to the Lord’s Word more closely and faithfully.

Most of us cannot afford to go apart to a retreat center or a mon-
astery for the 40 days of Lent. This Lent, however, each of us at Spring-
field Presbyterian Church will have the opportunity to enter retreat,
from the privacy of our homes, our workplaces, wherever we hope to
find God’s Word and presence during this holy time,

Beginning on March 1 and continuing through March 29, retreat
materials will be available in the narthex for our take-home use. Each
packet will highlight the theme of the Sunday Worship and will include
prayers, reflections, hymns, questions for our at-home prayer. We en-
courage each member and friend to use the materials for personal
prayer, and allow the Lord to speak to our hearts, as we strive to recog-
nize God’s Word and God’s will in our daily lives. Imagine the power
of a community on retreat— together- for forty days!

A blessed Lent and a good retreat to all!

Pastor Barb
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Sunday Morning Worship
9:15 - 10:15 a.m.— Sunday School
10:30 - 11:30 A.M. Worship

Reverend Jack Sharp, Interim Pastor
Barbara Laukaitis, Temporary Supply
Sharon Pappas, Clerk of Session
Sandy Newsome, Secretary
Directors of Music: Linda Caviglia ,&
Jennifer Wise
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CrossRoadss published monthly. We
encourage all to contribute. Deadline -
third Sunday of month.

Please submit all articles to the church
office or e-mail them to the church.
Mark Stinson, Editor

Pastor Nominating Committee:

Pastor Nominating Committee met each Thursday this month review-

ing new Pastor Information Forms, reading additional questions submit-
ted to us about their experiences, listening to tapes, checking references,
or in conversation with candidates. We are encouraged that new appli-
cations continue to arrive. These candidates all have interesting stories.
Our job is to find those experiences and traits that will best match
God’s plan for Springfield. God’s time is not our time, and we ask your
patience and more importantly, your prayers through this process.

2.

Session Notes:
1.

Approved minutes of the annual congregational meeting to receive
the budget and the committee reports on February 1.

Approved Annual Statistical Report to General Assembly and the
Clerk’s Annual Questionnaire.

Approved a technology purchase of a Notebook which completes
the church’s equipment to run our PowerPoint presentation for wor-
ship services and meetings.

Approved formation of a committee to work with finance chair,
stewardship and pastor to put together a proposal that can be taken
to foundations as we seek additional funding for the restoration of
the front steps to the church building. (Initial bids range from
$70,000 to $100,00.)

Pastor Jack and Sharon Pappas were invited to serve communion,
using our intinction communion set, at the January meeting of Pres-
bytery. Commissioners Linda Caviglia and Kay Freas were also
present as Springfield was recognized and presented a certificate
acknowledging the receipt of the Transformation Grant co-funded
by General Assembly and Presbytery of Baltimore.

Set March 1 as the date for commissioning elders who will be go-
ing forth from the worship service taking communion to our mem-
bers unable to come to church with us.

Inclement weather:

feel the need to cancel Sunday school or a worship
service, the message on the church answering ma-
chine will change to reflect that as will the web
site (www.springfield-church.org).

Winter weather is almost over! But, if we




A WORD
FROM THE

PASTORY

If you had only one last
message to leave to the
handful of people who are
most important to you, what
would it be in twenty-five
words or less?
N4

Thoughts on Lent

As I write this Lenten Letter from the Pastor (Interim), I am
thinking of “tithing.” Before you start groaning, or consider skipping
the rest of this letter, bear with me a few more sentences: In many cul-
tures there is an ancient custom of giving a tenth of each year's income
to some holy use. When we observe Lent's forty days we are giving a
tithe of our time to the Lord. The forty days of Lent roughly approxi-
mate a tenth of the year's days. The Presbyterian writer, Frederick
Buechner notes that Jesus, after being baptized in the Jordan by John
went into the wilderness for forty days, reflecting on his identity and
call, "During Lent, Christians are supposed to ask one way or another
what it means to be themselves.” He suggests the following questions
for us, as we reflect on who we are:

If you had to bet everything you have on whether there is a God or
whether there isn't, which side would get your money and why?

When you look at your face in the mirror, what do you see in it that
you most like and what do you see in it that you most deplore?

If you had only one last message to leave to the handful of people
who are most important to you, what would it be in twenty-five
words or less?

Of all the things you have done in life, which is the one you would
most like to undo? Which is the one that makes you happiest to
remember?

Is there any person in the world, or any cause, that, if circumstances
called for it, you would be willing to die for?

If this were the last day of your life, what would you do with it, and
what would you do with all your possessions?

To answer questions like these is to come to grips with who you
are, as well as who you are becoming. Consider your answers in light of
the example Jesus has set for us.

Before we tackle the questions above, Dr. Buechner gives a
warning and an assurance, noting that the process "...can be a pretty de-
pressing business all in all, but if sackcloth and ashes are at the start of
it, something like Easter may be at the end."

I hope these thought may help you get started on your Lenten
journey. Pastor Barbara and I will be there with you, as we anticipate
the joyous destination --- Easter!

Pastor Jack
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Sunday Lectionary Special Events

Date Day Time Activity
1 Gen9:8-17; Ps. 25:1-10;

1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15 1 Sunday 11:30 am Homebound Communions

1: hoir Practi
8  Gen. 17:1-7, 15-16; Ps. 22:23-31 30pm  Choir Practice

Rom/ 4:13-25; Mark 8:31-38 3 Tuesday 7:00 pm Session
15 Exod.20:1-17; Ps. 19; 8 Sunday 9:15 am Early Service
1 Cor. 1:18-25; John 2:13-22 1:30 pm Choir Practice
22 Num. 21:4-9; Ps.107:1-3, 17-22; 10  Tuesday 7:00 pm Women’s Circle/ESCAPE Lunches

Eph. 2:1-20; John 3:14-21

14  Saturday 8:00 pm Youth Lock in (Ends Sunday)
29 Jer.31:31-34; Ps. 51:1-12 or

Ps. 119:9-16, Heb. 5:5-10; 22  Sunday 8:00 am Planning Meeting
John 12:20-33 9:15 am Early Service
12:00 pm Choir Practice

29  Sunday 12:00 pm Congregational Lunch
31  Tuesday 11:00 am Communion at Fairhaven (Cox Rm)
Weekly at Springfield
Communion Servers: Sunday 9:15 am Sunday School
March 1st (Intinction) 10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Fellowship

Mark Stiqson, Charlie Speﬂing’ Wednesday 5:00 pm Sonshine Singers
Joy Barwick, Fran Barwick, 5:30 pm Joyful Noise Choir
Fran Pobletts, Linda Caviglia, 6:30 pm Presbytones Bell Choir
Esther Read-Doyle 7:45 pm Adult Choir

Thursday 7:00 pm Stringband USA
Assisting on Sundays 1 8 15 22 29
Children’s Activity Beth Oates Jessica Lane Connie Robinson  Joy Barwick Deb Sperling
Fellowship Kari Anderson  Georgia Hodges Linda Caviglia Deb & Angel Carbaugh
Barbara Cornell 549-9397 Sue Holmes  Aleisha Manyette  Barbara Cornell Charlie Sperling Mary Rhodes
Lay Leader Barbara Cornell ~ Tony Caviglia Sharon Pappas Ron Holmes Mark Stinson
Barbara Nickell 848-5710
Sunday Opener Phil Salmon  Barbara Cornell John Freas Jennifer Wise Ron Holmes
Church Office: 795-6152
Ushers & Greeters Duke Harrison Tim & Steve & Mark & Phil &
Barbara Nickell 848-5710 Bob Rogers Robert Doyle Donna Mazer Karen Stinson Patty Salmon
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Members Of The
Session

Class of 2009
Kay Freas
Beth Oates

Charles Sperling

Class of 2010
Sharon Pappas
Fran Pobletts

Class of 2011
Linda Caviglia
Barbara Cornell
Alex McClung

Moderator of Session:

John R. Sharp,
Interim Pastor

Communion for the Homebound

Sunday March 1 we will
commission a team of members
who have been trained by Pastor
Barbara Laukaitis in the art of visi-
tation. Kay Freas, Ann Lawson,
Keith Maynard, Beth Oates, Sharon
Pappas, Martha Streaker and Bar-
bara Cornell recently completed a

m nion
series of workshops designed to bound
prepare them to visit members who

are homebound or grieving. We are also preparing to serve
Communion to church members at home. Additional volunteers for this
project are Sue & Ron Holmes, Sharon Sobus, and Linda Caviglia. On
March 1 we will send our first team of 2 out to serve Communion to
one of our members at home.

Special Guest for Sunday March 8—Tim Hanavan of
Central Maryland Ecumenical Council

Mr. Tim Hanavan, the Executive Director of the Central Maryland
Ecumenical Council, will be our guest at our Adult Study Session (9:45
-10:25), and will also present a “moment for mission “ at the 10:30 ser-
vice.

CMEC is the major ecumenical organization in the central
Maryland area, and its member organizations include the Presbytery of
Baltimore, the Archdiocese of Baltimore, the Episcopal Diocese, the
United Methodist Conference, the United Church of Christ Conference,
the Mennonite Conference, the Disciples of Christ Conference, the
Christian Scientist District, the Salvation Army, the African Methodist
Episcopal Convention, the National Baptist Convention, the Baltimore
Interdenominational Ministry, and the Orthodox Church Synod.

Within CMEC is the Ecumenical Leaders Group. It is facilitated
by CMEC, and exists to bring the heads of all these church groups to-
gether. The ELG consists of all the bishops, and denominational execu-
tives. Currently they have been involved in a highly visible campaign to
repeal the death penalty in the State of Maryland.

Tim will share with you their efforts, and provide information
for any member who wants to support the ELG in their united effort. It
is not a task that the church leaders take on lightly; but, in this case,
there is 100% agreement among all the denominations of CMEC that
our society must end the use of the death penalty.



For the Love of Animals

During the Month of February our Sunday School collected sup-

) plies for the Carroll County Humane Society. Thanks you so much for
supporting the animals. There is still time to help, please bring in your

% contributions by March 1 and place them in the Narthex.
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Easter Baskets for the Shep-
herd’s Staff of Westminster:

If you and your family are looking
for a way to share the promise of Easter,
consider donating a ﬁllec'i Easter basket to %
The Shepherd’s Staff. Filled baskets can B
include Christian coloring books and story
books, crosses, puzzles, bookmarks, prayer g
books, small toys, bubbles, play dough, Q
school supplies, and non-candy snacks.

Please bring your filled baskets to church by Sunday, March 22. See
Beth Oates if you have contributions or questions. Thanks!
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Take Me to the River

River Road is calling your name! Mark your calendars for Sat-
urday, April 4™ to come out and help clean River Rd. We’ll meet in the
church parking lot at 2:00pm. Bring your gloves and we’ll have fun
walking and cleaning along the river. Service hours are available for
this project. See you then!

On A Mission-Gulf Coast Mission Trips

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is offering opportunities
to serve in meaningful missions of relief and recovery in the Gulf Coast
area this summer. If you are interested in making a difference this sum-
mer, consider one of the following weeks:

Family Week: June 14-20, 2009

Father/Son Week: June 21-27, 2009

Youth Weeks: June 28-July 4, 2009
July 5-July 11, 2009 \
July 12-18, 2009

Springfield Presbyterian Church has Mission funds that can help finance this trip. If you are interested,
see Beth Oates.




Predyteay News

One
Sentence
Sermon

Practical prayer is harder on the
soles of your shoes than on the
knees of your trousers.

- Austin O’Malley

Planned Giving Seminar:

On Presbytery’s Big Event—

Diana Butler Bass on Christian Practices:

In her research of 50 congregations, from 6 denominations,
ranging from 30-3000 in membership, Diana Butler Bass found that
congregations that are growing and exciting engage in a variety of dif-
ferent Practices. These are the doingof our faith Those things that give
our faith meaning like hospitality, forgiveness, worship, friendship,
journaling, singing, keeping Sabbath. Our practices are shaped by and
grow from our story, traditions, and insights giving meaning to our
lives. From these Traditions we find our collective wisdom of how we
know God and self. That Wisdom in turn shapes our actions and adds
to our practices giving us passion, insight and a holistic understanding
of the interconnected capacities of head, heart and hands. Our challenge
is to ponder those things we do individually and corporately that give
meaning to our faith; to consciously hold tight to them, celebrate them,
share them with others, and invite others to join us in our Practices.

Graham Standish on Where Has Our Spiritual Core Gone?

John Calvin was about both knowledge and experience. We
Presbyterians, with our emphasis on education, generally excel in
knowledge but are short on experiences of God in our lives. Our faith
journey is not limited to learning the books of the bible, group bible
study, or reading the daily scriptures. It is also the awareness of God in
each day.

Graham Standish discovered that many of the things we previ-
ously thought mattered in church attendance and growth really did not
matter. He found the following were keys to growth: are people led to
experience a spiritual connection with all three person of God; are we
immersing people in religious practices opening them to the Trinity; are
we teaching a theology leading people to recognize and participate in
God’s presence and activity in the world. This is a shift from the busi-
ness model of church centered on functions and programs. Instead there
is a focus on recapturing spiritual vibrancy with a sense of Christ’s
presence in ministry and mission, an openness to the power of the Holy
Spirit, and moving passionately in God’s direction with faith and cour-
age.

On Saturday, March 7, 2009 from 10 -12 at the Presbytery of Baltimore, a Planned Giving Semi-
nar will be conducted by Karl Mattison of the Presbyterian Foundation. Karl will be discussing the importance
of Estate Planning and many of the various financial aspects and techniques used in putting a good Planned
Giving program in place. The benefits of a Planned Giving program to your church can be realized now or at a
later time in the form of wills, trusts, life insurance, retirement accounts, real estate, and annuities - just to
name some of the tools a member can use. This session is for both ministers and members and refreshments
will be served. We will have materials and hand-outs available outlining a well-defined Planned Giving pro-
gram. Members of your church that are interested should contact Bob Turberville at 410-433-2012, ext. 104
or email at RTurberville@BaltimorePresbytery.org
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CHOIR NOTES

The Joyful Noise and SonShine Singers choirs are beginning the
process of preparing for another exciting musical which will be pre-
sented during our worship service on May 3. We have decided to do
one that we have done in the past (6 years ago already!!) Rescue in the
Night This musical tells the story of Daniel in the lions’ den. We are
just getting started, and doing tryouts for the parts at this point, but I
know we’ll have fun putting it all together, and hope you’ll plan now to
be in church that Sunday! Our next regular singing date for SonShine
Singers will be on March 22", and both choirs will sing on April 5™,
Palm Sunday.

The Presbytones bell choir is thrilled to welcome two new mem-
bers this month. First, Mary Stoneburner who has come and played
with the group before as a substitute came in to help out one week... we
asked her if she like to be a “long-term” sub... and she said “YES”!
Our second new member is our new accompanist, Sarah Lantz (I’11
introduce her more fully in a different article). Sarah has experience
with playing chimes, but has not played the bells before!

We will be playing on March 1% during our regular worship
service, and we are also practicing for our annual get-together with
Oaklands’ bell choir. That joint service will be on April 19" this year.
The Adult Choir is working on some Taiz¢é music which will be used

during the fast approaching Lenten period. We will start off with a
wonderful, meditative service on Ash Wednesday at 7:00 This is a
very meaningful and moving service which I would encourage you all
to attend. We continue to work on all the parts in the Vivaldi Gloria.
This work is a challenge for us, but we expect to perform it in Laurel
with the Oaklands choir in May of this year. We have extra rehearsals
scheduled for March 1% and 8" at 1:30 with Gailyn Gwin, the director
at Oaklands, so if you have sung works like this before, and think you
might like to join us for this, you would be more than welcome.

Concert Series —Baltimore Mandolin Orchestra

We just had our concert with Trio Giocoso at Springfield on the
8™ of February! We had a good crowd (about 60 in the audience) and
enjoyed their beautiful music. Looking ahead, we will be welcoming
the Baltimore Mandolin Orchestra to our sanctuary on Sunday, April 5™
at 3:00 PM. Ifyou didn’t get a chance to see and hear them the last
time they were here... you really missed something. So plan now to
come! They have remarkable instruments and make some really beauti-
ful music.



Piano

Our new piano is in place and is sounding (and looking) beauti-
ful. We would like to thank Don Smith once again for this very gener-
ous donation to our church in memory of his wife, Marie D. Smith.

The piano is a 48” Bohemia vertical with a polished Alps Pomele cabi-
net, all handmade in the Czech Republic. The factory that makes Bohe-
mia pianos began production back in 1871 and is a company that re-
ceives a high rating from Larry Fine in his review of the many pianos
on the market.

Many thanks as well to Jennifer Wise for all her time and talents
as we searched for our new piano. Our appreciation is also extended to
Rose Eide-Altman, the accompanist for the Seventh Day Adventists and
the South Carroll Choral Society who also gave of her time and talents
in the search.

& &

Accompanists

On February 8" we had a nice service and reception for Sue
Gubernatis, our accompanist for the last six years. We very much ap-
preciate all the time and commitment that she shared with our congre-
gation and we wish her the very best for the future. We HOPE to see
her in our worship services!

Our new accompanist is Sarah Lantz. Sarah graduated from
McDaniel College in 2006 with a music degree, and teaches piano in
her studio in the Sykesville area. She is excited to be joining up with
our music program, and is already playing in the bell choir. We are
looking forward to getting to know Sarah better and hope you will all
have a chance to meet and talk with her.

Pet Ministry

Lty

If you or someone you know has a sick pet or a pet that has
passed and away, please call Ann Lawson at 410-795-9169 for prayers
and support.
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Baked Goods, a sweet tooth & cash... Oh My!

CHANGE IN YOUTH GROUP SCHEDULE:

March 14th and 15™ - Church Lock In starts at 8 pm and contin-
ues until church. Parents please plan to help with breakfast for the
youth.

March 8th and 22™ - Early Service starts at 9:15 am
April 11" - 7pm to 9 pm Prepare for Easter Egg Hunt
April 12" - Easter and Easter Egg Hunt following church
April 24th, 25th & 26th - Ocean City Retreat

The bake sale will be held on April 5™ during fellowship. This really is
an important fundraiser that provides valuable funds to the youth of the
church. Please plan on bringing a baked good to sell, your sweet tooth,

and extra cash to purchase goodies.

The Significance of Lent

SUNDAY SCHOOL

What an exciting time of year this is. We have so many exciting
events coming up for the Spring. The youth group will be having a lock
in and a trip to Ocean City. We will be having lots of fun at Sunday
School and of course we will be having the annual Easter egg hunt.
Please take a close look at the schedule and mark your calendars for all
the Spring events. Remember, Sunday school starts at 9: 30 am. We
look forward to seeing you at church.

Easter Eggs (and Eggs and Eggs)

We are already preparing for our popular Easter Egg hunt. We need
your donations of plastic eggs and small candies and prizes to fill them.
Please see Charlie or Deb Sperling for more information

Lent is the fourth season of the Christian year. It’s length is the 40 days preceding
Easter Day, not counting Sundays. This means Lent always begins on a Wednesday,

known as Ash Wednesday.

Lent commemorates Jesus’ fast and temptation in the wilderness of Judea Province,
which, according to the Gospel, lasted 40 days. Just as Jesus confronted his temptations
during those 40 days, Lent helps Christians focus on our most basic need as sinners: for-

giveness.

The only way our Lord’s forgiving power can become effective in our lives is by
our taking the initiative to confront our sins, confess them and repent of them. In short,

Lent is a season of penitence.

10
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March

Linda Black
Shirley Hodges
Anna Bunting
Sue Gubernatis
Charlie Sperling
Andrea Lane
Patty Salmon

6 Sue Holmes

12 Lisa Rogers

12 Dotty Sharp

14 Shannon Stewart
16 Nicholas Caviglia
19 Orene Fox

21 Shirley Sluder
23 Anna Halvorson
23 Laura Wise

27 Ann Lawson

29 Ryan Holmes

9 Wynn Pobletts

(O IR S L T

20 Richard & Ann Lawson

Our Joys and Concerns

Dear Congregation,

I would like to take these
few minutes to thank all of you
who sent lovely cards and took
the time from your busy days to
come to my granddaughter’s fu-
neral. Pastor Barbara held a
lovely service and Kay Freas did
a beautiful job assisting.

Love to you all,

Marion Garrison
& family

Ounr Thoughts & Prayers.

Springfield’s leaders and programs

The Stinson family

Emma LaBrosse, health concerns

Tara Hulburt, health concerns

Kelsey Robinson, health concerns

Dotty Sharp, health concerns

Herb Ward and Kitty Ward (friends of the Doyles’), health concerns
Nancy LePage, health concerns

James Nickell, Sr., (Barb Nickell’s father-in-law), health concerns
Michael and Cheryl, friends of Pastor Barb, family concerns
Barbara Nickell, recovering from knee surgery

Sara Noyes, health concerns

Mary Pobletts, health concerns

Russell, (Ann Lawson’s son), job search

Jimmy Reed, (Georgia Hodges’ nephew), health concerns

Lea Vest, (Connie Robinson’s niece), health concerns

Teresa DeAngelis, (friend of the Freas’), mental health concerns
Herman Kleinsteuber, (Fran Poblett’s father), health concerns
Dorothy Schafer, health concerns

Helen Ridgely Phillips, (friend of Dorothy Schafer), health concerns
Bob Higgs, (husband of Ann Lawson's coworker), cancer

The family of Kristy Johnson, who passed away Jan. 28th

The family of Rick Potter, who passed away Jan. 29th

The family of Karen Ostwald, who passed away Feb. 7th

The family of Dr. Charles Bennett, who passed away Feb. 9th.
The family of Becky Newsome, who passed away Feb. 11th.

Prayers of Thanksgiving

= Teri Coon, (Kathy Russ’ daughter), recovering slowly and getting
stronger each day. The family is grateful for all the prayers and ex-
pression of concerns.

John Bunting for building up the floor underneath our new piano.

John Freas for all his work around our buildings.

Fairhaven for allowing Springfield Presbyterian Church to conduct
Communion Services for their residents.

11
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OUR MISSION

Our mission is to proclaim God’s word as written in the
Bible.
We do this through Worship, Sacraments, Study and
Service.
We rejoice in forgiveness and a new beginning through
our faith in Jesus Christ.
We support in prayer and service our congregation,
community, nation and world.
We treasure the warmth of our church family, their time
and talents, the youth and our history.

We eagerly extend our hand of friendship.
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